" The White Fields " to the bark nf Walshe's forge. It was
Robert Elliott, and he was carrying his dreadul cut-down
shotgun. He (old IVPKron he was dry, and searched for a
bottle in his pocket. u 1 must have IH't if in Barbavilla
Wood," he said, u where I was lyin/r Tor some time at the
foot of a tree, F was firing1 at a black crow, but the tight one
is down.11 IVrKeon said that he had heard a lady was shot,
and the police were everywhere. u I thought it was the
master," said Elliott, The next morning JVTKeofi saw
Elliott breaking up the firearm : he put sonic fragments in
the fire, and hid the rest in an old wall. At the close of bis
evidence, the witness identified the prisoners ; they did not
laugh now* " I can rail witnesses to prove that I was at
Castiepollard all this time/* said Elliott. If M'Keon was to
be believed, the conspiracy had been unmasked. But who
could believe informers, themselves implicated in the con-
spiracy ? Then the police* remembered the whiskey bottle
they had found in the wood ; M'Keon's casual mention of
Elliott's discovery of the loss of his bottle* was some eorro-
boratioit : perhaps there might be wore. Head Constable
Lynch made a search in John \Valshe\s wall, and found the
lock of a gun, its trigger, and a trigger i^uarcL
The long enquiry proceeded from week to week, and from
month to month ; at each hearing the* friends of the prisoners
gathered round the Court for a sight of them* and wild
lamentations were heard. At first so brazen and confident,
the prisoners began to show careworn expressions, especially
Elliott and a man whom Carson was to defend named
Magrath, who was a man of some wealth and position, and
a Poor Law Guardian, At one of the, hearings, Rose Reilly,
a young woman, gave evidence with extreme reluctance*
Pat Hanlon, one of the prisoners, was living in her mother's
house5 which was situated about a mile from the place of
the murder. He slept there the night before the murder*
He earned his living by making brooms. ** At about dinner*
time he went away to gather sticks," she said* " He might
have been an hour away. It was after church time, about
two o'clock, when he came back/9
As a result of this evidence further arrests were made, and,